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Bay/Del  t a  S e c t i o n  
D i v i s i o n  o f  Wate r  R i g h t s  
Wa te r  Resou rces  C o n t r o l  Board  
S t a t e  o f  Ca l  i f o r n i a  
P. 0. Box 2 0 0 0  
Sacramento,  CA 9 5 8 1 2 - 2 0 0 0  

Dear  H o n o r a b l e  Members o f  t h e  Water  Resources  C o n t r o l  Board :  

The Nevada I r r i g a t i o n  D i s t r i c t  wou ld  l i k e  t o  comment on k e y  
i s s u e s  Nos. 1, 2 and 3 d u r i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h i s  workshop .  

Key i s s u e s  1 & 2 - 
What f i s h  and w i l d l i f e  s t a n d a r d s  s h o u l d  t h e  SWRCB 
e v a l u a t e  as a l t e r n a t i v e s  i n  t h i s  r e v i e w ?  

How s h o u l d  t h e  economic and s o c i a l  e f f e c t s  o f  
a l t e r n a t i v e  s t a n d a r d s  be d e t e r m i n e d ?  

The Nevada I r r i g a t i o n  D i s t r i c t  i s  n o t  t e c h n i c a l l y  
q u a l i f i e d  n o r  i s  i t  f i n a n c i a l l y  a b l e  t o  p e r f o r m  a  
s t u d y  t h o r o u g h  enough t o  a n a l y z e  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  
t h e  D e l t a  and make a  f u l l y  i n f o r m e d  s u g g e s t i o n .  

T h e r e  have  been numerous s c i e n t i f i c  and c u l t u r a l  
s t u d i e s  made on t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e  e s t u a r y ,  
mos t  b e i n g  i n c o n c l u s i v e  o r  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  d i f f e r e n t  
i n  r e s u l t s ,  t h a t  t h e y  c a n c e l  o u t  any r e a l  b a s i s  f o r  
m a k i n g  a  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  as t o  how b e s t  ' t o  s o l v e  t h e  
d i l e m n a  i n  t h e  D e l t a .  

The D i s t r i c t  wou ld  hope t h a t  a  c o o p e r a t i v e  and 
c o o r d ' i n a t e d  s t u d y  o f  t h e  needs o f  t h e  D e l t a  be 
r e a c h e d  b y  a l l  concerned  p a r t i e s .  I t  w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  
r e q u i r e  " a i v e  and t a k e "  f r o m  a l l  p a r t i e s  as a  
n e c e s s a r y  means o f  m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e  economic  h e a l t h  
o f  C a l i f o r n i a .  
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S t a t e  W a t e r  R e s o u r c e s  C o n t r o l  Board - 2 -  J u l y  1 3 ,  1 9 9 4  

Funds  a v a i l  a b l e  t h r o u g h  t h e  C e n t r a l  Val l e y  P r o j e c t  
Improvement  A c t  c o u l d / s h o u l d  be  made a v a i l a b l e  t o  
p e r f o r m  t h i s  s t u d y ,  and a  c o u r s e  o f  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  
o v e r  a  p e r i o d  o f  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  w h i l e  m o n i t o r i n g  
p r o g r a m s  a n a l y z e  t h e  i n t e r i m  a c t i o n s  t o  m e e t  t h e  
i n t e r i m  s t a n d a r d s .  

3 .  S h o u l d  t h e  SWRCB r e a u e s t  t h e  C V P  and SWP t o  
i m ~ l e m e n t  ~ o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  d r a f t  s t a n d a r d s  ~ r i o r  t o  
a d o p t i o n  o f  a  w a t e r  r i q h t s  d e c i s i o n ?  

We f e e l  t h a t  n o t  o n l y  s h o u l d  t h e  C e n t r a l  V a l l e y  
P r o j e c t  and  S t a t e  Wate r  P r o j e c t  i m p l e m e n t  p o r t i o n s  
o f  t h e  d r a f t  s t a n d a r d  p r i o r  t o  t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  a 
w a t e r  r i g h t s  d e c i s i o n ,  t h e  D i s t r i c t ' s  p o s i t i o n  i s  
t h a t  a l l  m a j o r  w a t e r  q u a l i t y  o b j e c t i v e s  s h o u l d  b e  
met by t h e  j u n i o r  w a t e r  r i g h t s  p r o j e c t s  t o  t h e  
D i s t r i c t ' s .  I t  i s  o u r  i n t e n t  t o  f u l l y  p r o t e s t  and  
d e f e n d  o u r  s e n i o r  p r e -  and p o s t -  w a t e r  r i g h t s .  

D e c i s i o n  1485 r e q u i r e s  t h e s e  p r o j e c t s  t o  i m p l e m e n t  
p r o t e c t i v e  m e a s u r e s  f o r  w a t e r  q u a l i t y ,  and  t h e r e  
s h o u l d  b e  no q u e s t i o n  i n  t h e  B o a r d ' s  d e c i s i o n  t o  now 
f u l l y  p r o t e c t  t h e  E s t u a r y  b a s e d  on w a t e r  a l l o c a t i o n s  
f r o m  t h e  CVP and SWP. 

The D i s t r i c t  w i l l  f u r t h e r  comment on t h e  e c o n o m i c  
a n d . s o c i a 1  e f f e c t  o f  a l t e r n a t i v e  s t a n d a r d s  o n c e  t h e y  
a r e  d e t e r m i n e d .  A t  t h i s  t i m e ,  we c a n  o n l y  r e f e r  t o  
o u r  comments  s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  Board  on F e b r u a r y  1 2 ,  
1 9 9 3 ,  when p r o t e s t s  w e r e  made c o n c e r n i n g  D e c i s i o n  
1630 .  

S i n c e r e l y  y o u r s ,  
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